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SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT 


To  the  Oregon  State  Board  of  Control,  Salem,  Oregon. 


Gentlemen : 

The  40th  biennial  report  for  the  period  July  1,  1954, 
to  June  30,  1956,  is  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

The  work  and  responsibility  was  carried  out  by 
Walter  R.  Dry,  whose  retirement  July  1,  1956,  left  with 
the  State  of  Oregon  an  outstanding  pattern  for  the  educa- 
tion of  visually  handicapped  children,  which  has  received 
national  attention  and  international  consideration. 

During  this  period,  one  hundred  twenty-six  children 
received  care,  ranging  in  age  from  five  to  eighteen  years. 
There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  enrollment  by  the  end 
of  the  biennium.  Among  those  received,  the  greatest 
cause  of  visual  impairment  {26%)  was  attributed  to 
retrolental  fibroplasia,  with  congenital  cataracts  ac- 
counting for  an  additional  thirteen  per  cent  of  the  young- 
sters . 


The  policy  to  return  the  children  to  their  home  com- 
munities as  soon  as  they  are  capable  of  competing  satisfac- 
torily with  their  peers  in  the  public  school  accounts  for 
sixty  per  cent  of  the  enrolled  children  being  less  than 
twelve  years  of  age. 

During  the  next  year,  the  ancient  administration  and 
kitchen-dining  room  building  will  be  replaced.  This  will 
relieve  the  space  requirements  for  the  institution,  leav- 
ing crowded  conditions  only  in  the  girls*  dormitory. 
Fortunately,  the  number  of  boys  in  the  school  population 
has  consistently  exceeded  that  of  the  girls,  which  has 
alleviated  crowded  living  conditions  until  the  present. 
Rehabilitation  and  enlargement  of  the  girls*  dormitory 
should  be  given  immediate  consideration. 

During  the  past  two  years,  the  staff  has  used  the  team 
approach  in  extending  services  to  the  pupils  enrolled  at 
this  school.  Through  the  cooperation  of  Salem  citizens  we 
have  been  able  to  draw  upon  community  resources  to  present 
an  enlarged  program  to  the  youngsters. 
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We  are  most  grateful  for  the  close  cooperation  that 
existed  between  the  State  and  the  Local  Health  Agencies, 
our  Staff,  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Control,  and  the 
parents  of  our  children  during  the  epidemic  emergency  last 
winter. 

As  in  the  past,  the  Oregon  State  Lions*  Auxiliary  and 
the  Oregon  State  Elks  Association  have  made  it  possible  to 
continue  salient  features  of  the  vital  program  on  behalf  of 
the  pre-school  blind  children  in  Oregon. 

The  opportunities  could  not  have  been  arranged  for  the 
children  without  the  sustained  support  of  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Control  or  the  counselling  and  guidance  by  their 
staff.  May  I take  this  occasion  to  express  my  sincere 
appreciation  and  gratitude  to  the  Oregon  State  Board  of 
Control,  the  Secretary,  the  Supervisor  of  Institutions,  and 
the  Staff  of  this  school  for  their  continuing  interest  in 
the  children  and  the  splendid  cooperation  they  have  shown  me. 

Respectfully  submitted 

OREGON  STATE  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Everett  E.  Wilcox,  Superintendent 
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TABLE  I 


MOVEMENT  OF  POPULATION 
July  1,  1954  to  June  30,  1956 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Present  July  1,  1954 

50 

31 

81 

Received  during  the 

29 

16 

45 

Biennium 

Total  cared  for 

79 

47 

126 

Left  school 

29 

14 

43 

Present  in  school 

50 

33 

33 

June  30,  1956 

TABLE  II 

HISTORY  OF  STUDENTS  AT 

THE  TIME 

THEY  WERE 

RECEIVED 

DURING  THE  BIENNIAL  PERIOD  JULY  1, 

1954  TO  . 

JUNE  30,  1956 

Male 

Female 

Total 

ENVIRONMENT 

Urban 

12 

12 

24 

Rural 

TOTALS 

21 

4T 

EDUCATION 

Pre-literate 

16 

12 

28 

Reads  and  Writes 

0 

0 

0 

From  Common  School 

13 

3 

16 

From  High  School 

0 

0 

0 

Returned  to  0.  S.  B. 

0 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

45 

RACE 

White 

27 

16 

43 

Red 

2 

0 

2 

TOTALS 

TE 

45 
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TABLE  III 


ASSIGNED  CAUSE  OF  DEFECT  OF  THOSE  RECEIVED 
July  1,  1954  to  June  30,  1956 


Causes 


Male  Female  Total 


Amblyopia  2 
Buphthalmos  0 
Cataracts  2 
Congenital  Cataracts  7 
Corneal  Opacity  0 
Corneal  Scarring  1 
Crouzon’s  Disease  0 
Encephalitis  0 
Hypermetropia  Astigmatism  1 
Malformation  of  the  Optic  Tract  1 
Microphthalmus  1 
Myopia  0 
Neurofibromatosis  0 
Nystagmus  1 
Optic  Atrophy  3 
Phthisis  Bulbi  o.s.  1 
Retinoblastoma  1 
Retinal  Detachments  1 
Retrolental  Fibroplasia  6 
Trauma  1 


0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

6 

0 


2 

1 

2 

B 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

12 

1 


Totals 


29  16  45 
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TABLE  IV 


CLASSIFICATION  BY  COUNTIES 

DURING  THE  BIENNIAL  PERIOD 

July  1,  1954  to 

June  30,  1956 

Total 

Total 

County 

Cared  for 

County 

Cared  for 

Baker 

1 

Lane 

12 

Benton 

2 

Lincoln 

3 

Clackamas 

8 

Linn 

9 

Clatsop 

4 

Marion 

19 

Columbia 

1 

Morrow 

1 

Coos 

1 

Multnomah 

23 

Crook 

1 

Polk 

6 

Douglas 

9 

Tillamook 

2 

Grant 

1 

Umatilla 

2 

Hood  River 

1 

Washington 

4 

Jackson 

4 

Yamhill 

4 

Josephine 

3 

Alaska 

3 

Klamath 

2 

Totals 

126 

TABLE  V 

AGE  OF 

PUPILS  RECEIVED 

DURING  THE 

BIENNIAL 

PERIOD 

July  1, 

1954 

to  June  30, 

1956 

Age 

Male 

Female 

Total 

5 years 

7 

8 

15 

6 years 

4 

3 

7 

7 years 

3 

2 

5 

B years 

1 

1 

2 

9 years 

3 

1 

4 

10  years 

3 

0 

3 

11  years 

4 

0 

4 

12  years 

2 

0 

2 

13  years 

1 

0 

1 

14  years 

1 

0 

1 

15  years 

0 

0 

0 

16  years 

0 

0 

0 

17  years 

0 

1 

1 

Totals 

29 

16 

45 

Average 

Age 

B 

7 

8 

Medium 

B 

6 

7 
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DAILY  POPULATION  AND  EXPENSE  AND  DAILY  AND  MONTHLY  COST  PER 
CAPITA  FOR  EACH  BIENNIUM  SINCE  THE  INSTITUTION  WAS  ESTABLISHED 
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October  1,  1924  to  September 
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Expenditures  from  Appropriation 
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Summarv  of  Net  Costs  by  Activities  - July  1,  1955  to  June  30,  1956 
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